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“ L ive Wire City Fest” , Downtown DeKalb.   

Mr. Keeton how’s that Coffee?  
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Dear Friends, 

 

Once again, I’m writing to you – it seems like I just wrote the September message, and now I’m writing the October 
message.  I’m sure if you go back into the archives of newsletters, you can count the number of times I have stated 
“my how time flies” .  Well at this point in time, I think that my new saying will be “don’ t blink!”   That’s right, I 
think that I have only “blinked”  once, and now the season is almost over.  Every ride we have gone on this summer 
has been absolutely wonderful!  Our past Ride Coordinators, Bill and Mary, Neal and Charlene, and know our new-
est Coordinators Gary and Eileen have done such a wonderful job planning routes and rides, that we will all have 
some great memories for our Chapter History Book.  So now we look forward to our fall riding, with all the vivid 
colors of the season!  So for your fall viewing pleasure, here is what is going on for October….. 

 

October 14th,  “Ladies Nite Out”   Once again ladies, you get to choose the ride – start thinking!  (Please keep in 
mind, that our nights are shorter, if you have an idea of where you would like to go, please keep the distance in 
mind) 

 

October 23rd, and 24th,  Annual Fall Weekend Ride – Plans have changed for this ride, it was originally going to be 
a ride to Galena, but our chapter has been invited back to June Agee’s place for the weekend, and because we are 
running out of time, Brian and the staff decided that we would make the trip to June’s place this year for our fall 
ride!  Brian has secured a block of rooms at the Stoney Creek Inn.  The cost will be $82.00 for the night.  If you 
would prefer to make other arrangements, you are more then welcome to do so. 

 

October 31 – Pumpkin Festival Parade – Please meet in the Ideal parking lot at 11:00am for set up. 

 

One last note, please keep our members in you’ re prayers – Al and Joan Bergquist, who’s daughter and son-in-law 
had a very serious motorcycle accident, and also Deanna Pinion, who has to go back to Rockford, due to difficulties 
she is having with her breathing. 

 

 

Brian and Kathy 
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G reetings fellow members! October is here! Let’s see…what kind of things is synonymous 
with October? There are the falling leaves, sayings of ‘wait until next year’  for Cubs and 

Sox fans, Halloween and the beginning of the end of riding season. Did I ever mention that a year in the 
sixties that my mother made my brother and I a Halloween costume? He was dressed as a bum and I 
was dressed as his bride! Now you know where I get my warped sense of humor! That’s another story 
for another time! 

September was another great month. On the 11th we had our annual picnic which was a blast. The ride 
earlier to ‘Edward’s’  apple orchard was an added bonus. On the 16th Joe lead us on a nice dinner ride to 
of all places a restaurant called ‘Joe’s’  in Wasco. On the 25th we were in the Waterman parade. We had 
a little confusion about leading the parade but when all was said and done we did just that.  Also on that 
same day we held our 2nd annual ice cream social at the Waterman apartments. Just like the year before 
almost every tenant went for a ride on our bikes. It was great seeing all of their smiling faces again. Fi-
nally on the 26th we went on a nice ‘ leap frog’  ride. We ended up in Dixon before eventually heading 
back home. 

As I mentioned earlier, the riding season is coming to a quick end. Even though this may sound like a 
depressing thing to a bike rider there is light at the end of the tunnel. Hopefully, just like last year, we’ ll 
have our night of bowling, another night of bingo and maybe even more fun at the YMCA. If anybody 
has an idea for things to do this winter please let Brian, or myself know. 

 

Remember to make plans to winterize your bikes! 

 

 

 

Jeff and Rhonda 
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H opefully everyone got a lot of good safe riding time in this month. Il-DK had another good month with riding activities 
and people becoming more active in the GWRRA Levels Program. This month even looks better with parades, and ride 
activities. 

Now to this month’s topic of the Level IV Program Requirements. 

Level IV – Safety By Enhanced Commitment and Preparedness. 

Level IV is the most prestigious level within the Rider Education Program and is referred to as Master Tour Rider/Co-Rider. It 
represents the highest level of commitment by the Rider and/or Co-Rider toward safe riding and preparedness. This commitment is 
shown by a demonstrated history of safe miles, continuing education and current certification in both First Aid and CPR. These 
Master Tour Riders/Co-Riders are the finest example to everyone of the highest level of commitment to safe motorcycle operation 
and preparedness. 

Level IV of the Rider Education Levels Program. The Master Tour Rider, was designed for those special caring individuals who 
desire to “be all they can be”  with regards to motorcycle safety. The requirements are more stringent than level III and require a 
greater commitment. These individuals are caring, trained and prepared with the experience to back them up. It is realized Level IV 
is not for everyone, but for those who desire to be a greater service to their fellow man, it is the correct prescription. 

Why desire to be a Level IV Master Tour Rider? It’s a worthy goal. Being prepared to save a life is a high calling indeed. These 
individuals are shining examples to the rest of the GWRRA membership. Others aspire to practice the same commitment as dis-
played by those attained Level IV. For that reason, because these individuals are ambassadors to the members at all levels, GWRRA 
provides a special gathering to celebrate the Master Tour Rider commitment each year at WingDing.  

 

Rider  Requirements:     Co-Rider  Requirements: 

1. Be a current GWRRA member.    1. Be a current GWRRA member. 

2. Be a participant in Level III of the Rider Education  2. Be a participant in Level III of Rider Education Levels Program 

Program and have been current in Level III for at   and have been current in Level III for at least one full year. 

least one full year.          3. Have ridden a minimum of 25,000 safe miles. 

3. Have ridden a minimum of 25,000 safe miles.  4. Be current in First Aid and CPR certifications. 

4. Be current in both First Aid and CPR certifications. 5. Wear proper riding apparel at all times while riding. 

5. Wear proper riding apparel at all times while riding. 6. Forms and fee’s are the same as the Riders. 

6. Submit a completed Master Tour Rider/CO-Rider    

application for with written recommendations from the  

Chapter Educator or other validating GWRRA Officers 

 along with the appropriate fee, 35.00 dollars, to  

GWRRA International Headquarters, Phoenix, AZ. 

 

   Until next month, ride safe, and be careful out there.      

    Bill, and Mary Etta Keeton 
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The Watermen Garden Apartments Ice Cream Social 
�

By: Brianna Coyle�

 

When the chapter came to Waterman Garden Apartments the elderly had so much fun. My great- 
grandpa (Nyal Laird) & my great-grandma (Billy Laird) (PapPaw, and MamMaw) are residents at the 
apartments and looked forward to the visit. Everyone at the apartments was so excited that they would get 
to ride on a motorcycle even my Great-Grandparents. Personally, I think everything was wonderful!  The 
look on all their faces when they heard the news that they would get to ride on a Goldwing could light up a 
city. MamMaw wasn’ t so sure that she wanted a motorcycle ride but the chapter made sure that everyone 
would get a ride, so she and I went in the convertible instead. When everyone was done with his, or her 
rides our hairdos were awesome, we had full bellies, and we had smiles stretched across our faces. After-
ward, I talked to some of the people there, and they all wanted me to say thanks for everything and they all 
are looking forward to next year’s visit. 

� � �	 
 ��� � 
 ��� 	 �� � � � �� �� � �	 
 ��� � 
 ��� 	 �� � � � �� �� � �	 
 ��� � 
 ��� 	 �� � � � �� �� � �	 
 ��� � 
 ��� 	 �� � � � �� �����
 

Newcomers and visitors at September’s meeting included:  

Marilyn Larson, Ray and Bonnie Chick,  

Nathan and April Johnson,  and from chapter ‘L’  Tom and Beth Weltzer. 

 

Our chapter received a letter of appreciation from chapter ‘R’  for attending their surprise run 

 

It was announced that Dave, and Gwen Carter will be our new district directors starting October 1st. 

 

Our high mileage program will end on October 31st.   

We are to meet at the Ideal parking lot at 11:00 a.m. 

Ron Heffelfinger from chapter ‘L’  thanked all of our members who attended their chapter’s toy run. It was a huge 
success! 

 

The 50/50 winners were as follows: 1st place of $50 went to Gary Allen. 2nd place of $35 went to Amy Murillo and 
the 3rd place prize of $25 went to Randy Barbor. 

The winner of the ‘member card’  drawing went to Cindy Janas. Next months pot will be $10.00. 

 

Rhonda Chalcraft 

Secretary, IL-DK 
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This year’s picnic was held on September 11th, 2004.  It was at the beautiful Becker Park in Genoa. That morning we met at the 
park grounds for a small meal of breakfast snacks, orange juice and coffee. Once our taste buds were satisfied we then headed to 
our dedicated mile of road for our bi-annual garbage pick-up. This time there wasn’ t too much garbage. We did find a full bottle 
of beer and a hammer.  Not sure who threw that away but I definitely don’ t want to party with that group! 

When our stretch of road was cleaned we headed back to the park to freshen up. Once clean we went for a group ride that was 
headed by Gary Allen.  For lunch we stopped at a place called ‘Joe’s’ . It was a nice place where you could order hamburgers, 
hotdogs and other tasty meals.  Not too long after Brian coated the restaurants floor with Coca-Cola we headed for our next des-
tination. 

The next stop was at an apple orchard by the name of ‘Edwards’ . This was a nice place where you could buy apples, pet the ani-
mals, listen to a live band, and many other things.  Most of the guys stayed out by the bikes, as the women shopped inside.  We 
thanked our lucky stars that we didn’ t have our trailers with us!  When Rhonda wanted the checkbook I knew that I was in trou-
ble!  Not to fear though it was the day after her birthday, and she could have anything in there that she wanted.  Anyway, she 
bought what she wanted and it’s a small price to pay for her smile!  I know…isn’ t that cute? 

After our orchard run, we then headed back to the picnic grounds for our main event.  As the burgers were heating up I played a 
couple of games of horseshoes with Mike Kloser.  He then proceeded to whip my behind like he knew what he was doing. He 
was so lucky that I was afraid to ask him where he got those horseshoes!  We also set up a football toss game for the kiddies who 
were there. 

Everybody knows the significance of September 11th,  so Brian led us in a moment of silence for the victims of that tragic day. 
Once that was over it was time to feast.  The main course of the day was hamburgers.  Rhonda also cooked up some tasty 
chicken and everybody else brought yummy side dishes and desserts.  It’ s safe to say that our Chapter has some of the best cooks 
in the county of DeKalb!   

During the day the Chapter hosted a ‘poker run’ .  The first place of $40 went to Eileen Allen who had a full house. Second place 
of $30 went to Bob Larson and third place of $20 went to my birthday girl, Rhonda. Thanks must go to Mike for once again se-
curing the park for us. I’m sure that everybody had a great time and we’ re already looking forward to next year’s picnic! 
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October 14  Evening Supper ride LADIES NIGHT OUT— Depart from the Moose Club at 

October 17th  23rd Annual Cortland Colors on Parade, Chapter DK will be in the Parade 1pm. 

October 23 & 24 FALL RIDE to June and Darrell Agees.Home, Near East Peoria. 

October 31  Sycamore Pumpkin Festival Parade 

November 2nd  Election Day 

November 4th  Regular Meeting Night 

December 11  Chapter DK Christmas Party 

February 4th & 5th Winter Warm-UP  Bloomington,  See Web Site for Details 
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Newsletter List of Sponsors 
Adds were removed to make this an e-mailable file size! 
You can download the full newsletter from the website. Http://www.gwrraildk.org 
 
The National Bank & Trust Company of Sycamore, Sycamore, IL 
888-895-2125 www.nabatco.com 
 
RANDY’S CYCLE, 11013 Rt. 47, Huntley, IL 60142 
847-669-0256 www.randyscycle.com 
 
AMERICAN Carlstrom Insurance, 1985 DeKalb Ave, Sycamore, IL 60178 
815-756-7241 
 
Lovett’s Rite-Way Rebuilders, 1837 East Lincoln Hwy. DeKallb, IL 60115 
800-779-2013 or 815-756-4213 www.lovettstowing.com 
 
DeKalb—Sycamore Home Lawn & Shrub Care Snow Removal 
815-758-6098 or 815-757-7098 Joe Pinion 
 
Dari-Ripple 675 E. State St. Sycamore, IL 60178 
815-895-5313 
 
Towne Square Family Restauarant 351 N. Min St. Sycamore, IL 60178 
815-895-3663 Fax 815-899-6123 
 
G&D Trikes 13858 Baer Road, Tremont, IL 61568   1-888-565-7286 
 
Niehaus Cycle Sales 718 Old Route 66 North, Litchfield, IL 62056  
www.niehauscycle.com 800-373-6565 
 
Papa Gs 250 South Main St. (Rt. 47) Elburn, IL 60119 630-365-1010 Fax 630-365-1914 
 
Sycamore Animal Hospital 310 E. State St. Ste 3 Sycamore, IL 60178 815-899-9148 
 
Bob’s Automatic Transmission 546 E. State St. Sycamore, IL 60178 815-895-7676 
 
Punks Auto & Farm Service 121 N. Maple St. Sycamore, IL 60178 815-895-4543 
 
TBC Group 1626 Dekalb Ave. Sycamore, IL 60178 815-899-4600 WWW.TBC.NET 
 
Bob—Jo Cycle Company  Honda Dealer, Sycamore, IL 60178   815-895-5251 


